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THE WHITE HART, SHERINGTON

SquirrelSTores Pop-Up Shop

The White Hart opens from noon   
Delicious food and drinks every day.
Please see the website for service hours.

All welcome
Cyclists, Bikers, and Walkers. Pet Friendly.

Breakfast served, Saturday & Sunday
9.00:am - 11:00am  - Bookings only

Join Squirrel Stores Pop up Shop  
Butchery, Bakery, Fresh Fish and Local Produce.
New Menu every Monday
Order by 6:00pm Wednesday 
Collect 10:00am till Noon Friday.

Hotel - 8 superb double rooms
Includes a tasty home-cooked breakfast

Takeaway Fish & Chips
Monday to Friday - 
12:00 to 2:00pm and 6:00pm to 8:30pm

Function Room Available
Please enquire for details

Large Parties and Weddings welcome  
Plenty of  Menus and Marquee options

Post Office Services 
Thursday 9.00am to 10.30am
Inpost Lockers on site 24/7

The White Hart 
1 Gun Lane, Sherington, MK16 9PE
Telephone: 01908 611953

www.whitehartsherington.co.uk
facebook         instagram 



Established in 2017 
by husband and 
wife Prince and 

Irene Asikpo, Emiran 
HealthCare are fast 
becoming the ‘go to’ 
trusted home care and live-
in care company within the 
domicilliary care sector.

Many elderly individuals prefer 
to remain in the comfort and 
familiarity of their own home for 
longer, and so a home care and 
live-in care service allows them 
to maintain their independence 
and sense of belonging.
Staying at home can also help 
preserve the emotional well-
being of the elderly. They may 
feel more connected to their 
community, friends, and family, 

which can positively impact 
their mental health. Home Care 
also offers flexibility in terms 
of scheduling and activities and 
the individuals can have more 
control over their daily routines, 
meals and social interactions. 
The decision for home care 
should be based on a through 
assessment of the individuals 
needs, available support system, 
and the resources and services 
available in their community.
Consulting with healthcare 
professionals and discussing the 
options with family members 
can help in making an informed 
decision.
If you are looking for care for a 
family member and loved one 
with years of experience and a 
wealth of knowledge Emiran 

HealthCare are here for you 
24-7, just visit our website at 
emiranhealthcare.co.uk 
or give us a call on 01908 
299170 and our friendly and 
knowledgable team can arrange 
a FREE no-obligation 
assessment.
An Emiran HealthCare non-
intrusive FREE assessment takes 
on average of no more than 30 
minutes but will provide you a 
valuable service to highlight the 
best options for person-centred 
home care or live-in care for a 
family member and loved one.

Emiran HealthCare, A Local Trusted 
Family Service With A Smile

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

Remain in the
comfort and familiarity 

of your own home
for longer

9.7

Quality care provided in your own home

Home Care • Live-in Care • Respite Care
Medication Management • Personal Care

Companionship • Meal Preparation
Dementia Care • Hospital to Home

Contact us today for a free care assessment
01908 299170 | enquiries@emiranhealthcare.co.uk
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The promotional graphics 
 
We have produced artwork for different requirements. 
 
For providers or services rated good or outstanding: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And for all registered providers (choice of either purple or white background): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Please contact: Teresa Walker 07711 788874  northcrawleyimc@gmail.com

An advert here reaches and supports 
the villages of Sherington, Chicheley, 

Astwood and North Crawley.

Editorial: editor@scan-magazine.co.uk
Advertising: advertising@scan-magazine.co.uk

PUT YOUR UPCOMING EVENTS IN THE SCAN.



Sherington Pavilion Hall for Hire
Spacious and air conditioned 

Parties, Classes, Meetings, Clubs and Family Gatherings
Outside children’s play area, full kitchen facilities and a disabled access 

and a big disabled toilet with baby change
Also available for Hire – 

Football pitch and changing room facilities

Sherington Pavilion
Sports & Recreational Ground

Perry Lane, MK16 9NH

For more information, please visit our website
www.sheringtonpc.co.uk/leisure-facilities/sherington-pavilion
Please call 07494 760791 or email clerk@sherington-pc.go.uk

Call Paula or Paul on: 01234 757 454
07887 852 489 / 07871 228860

E: thelook@tiscali.co.uk

The

Property Maintenance
Look

Fencing, Decking
Painting and Decorating
Tiling, Carpentry
Kitchens and Bathrooms

General Property Maintenance
& Home Improvements

We’re a husband and wife team, 
who’ve made it look easy for over  
30 years, based in Cranfield.





New Independent Vet Practice 
Coming to Olney this September

Jarden Vets is proud to be Olney’s 
only independent veterinary practice, 
opening in September 2025.

From Nurse to Founder – 
Meet Steve Murphy

Founded by local Veterinary Nurse Steve Murphy, 
our purpose-built practice on Weston Road (next 
to Gabriella’s Locanda) has been designed to offer 
everything your animal companion needs – all under 
one roof.

From vaccinations and wellness checks to surgery and 
diagnostics, we’re here to provide compassionate, 
professional care in a calm, welcoming space. You’ll 
never feel rushed, and your companion will always be 
treated with dignity and respect.

• Routine health checks
• Vaccinations &  

preventative care
• In-house Diagnostics (lab 

tests, blood work, imaging)
• Neutering & surgical 

procedures
• Dental care
• Skin, ear & allergy support
• Prescriptions & parasite 

protection
• End-of-life care, handled 

with dignity and empathy

Our services will include:

Registrations are Now Open

We’re now accepting early registrations. 
Please sign up at www.jardenvets.co.uk

Jarden Vets – Because every companion 
deserves exceptional care.



01908 612322   info@claytonbrothers.co.uk

Domestic Gutter Vacuuming Service Using The Skyvac System 
Camera assisted to ensure all 
debris removed 

All completed from ground level 

Covering North Crawley and 
surrounding areas 

For competitive prices and top 
quality service, please contact 

Tim on 07960 965759 

Disclaimer
The Scan magazine is a monthly publication which is distributed to the 

villages of Sherington, Chicheley, Astwood, North Crawley & Hardmead. The 
cost of producing this magazine is offset by the payment of advertising fees 
& occasional donations from past and present readers. Advertisements are 

accepted on the understanding that descriptions of goods and services are fair 
& accurate. Scan magazine cannot accept responsibility for claims made by 

advertisements appearing in its publication.



CHICHELEY  SAWMILL 

        01234 391679              sawmill@chicheleyfarms.co.uk 

FENCING MATERIALS 

SAWN HARD AND SOFT WOOD 

TIMBER CUT TO ORDER 

WOODCHIP MULCH 
    

      FREE DELIVERY FOR SCAN VILLAGES 

 

 

 

H. W. MASON & SONS 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Independent, Family owned 

Traditional, Bespoke & Green Funerals - Direct or Simple Cremations 

Competitive Pricing - Prepaid Funeral plans 

www.hwmason.co.uk                                  Tel 01908 611112 

 



Kev Lucken
Plasterer

01234 713993 or 07765 926630

Quality Workmanship Reliable and Friendly

Free Quotations



Welcome back. This month marks the end of Summer, the harvest and 
the turn of our eating and drinking habits. The Sherington feast was 
a celebration of this in days of old, as we stopped eating the fruits of 
Summer and turned to more hardy foodstuffs that would last the winter.

Much like nowadays I suppose, as I turn from a crisp Chablis to the 
warmer Shiraz, which goes much better with stews, casseroles or a 
takeaway curry. 

There’s nothing like a late Summer’s 
evening with a glass of something 
nice at one of our local pubs. Village 
pubs, in our more secular society, 
are the hub of local life, where 
everyone is welcomed, young and 
old, and news and gossip flow.

But they are a dying art. The hospitality industry has been battered over 
recent years, and many great hostelries have closed. It’s tough now for 
everyone, but we must use them or lose them. A couple of pints or a 
nice pub meal wouldn’t go amiss every month. 

The White Hart, The Chequers, The Swan, The Chester Arms and many 
other wonderful pubs are providing a real service to our villages. Many 
people would love to be within walking distance of one. So please, let’s 
all help them out by making the most of these remarkable meeting places. 

Have a great month, and I’ll see you at the bar.

Mike 

Dear Readers

DEADLINE FOR OCTOBER:18TH SEPTEMBER



Deadline: Copy for October 

18TH SEPTEMBER

EDITOR:  
Michael Richardson
Tel: 07557 680 845

email: editor@scan-magazine.co.uk

ADVERTISING:
email: advertising@scan-magazine.co.uk

Views expressed in SCAN are those of the contributors and not 
necessarily shared by the publisher.

SCAN 552 - SEPTEMBER 2025

Scan is always very grateful for all donations 
received and also to those local organisations 
who regularly contribute in order to keep scan 

magazine going - we thank you!
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Dear Friends,

How quickly the seasons have turned this year!

As I write this in mid August I am seeing evidence of autumnal 
foliage all around - leaves are browning and falling, as are 
ripened apples and pears in the Rectory garden.

The elderberries have come and almost gone already, and 
hips and haws are ripe and red…

I suppose it’s not surprising given the exceptionally dry spring 
we had, and a series of extraordinary heat-waves over the 
summer with temperatures in the high 20’s and up to the mid 
30’s.

Like many of you, we have been struggling to keep our 
vegetable plot well watered, trying not to use a hosepipe 
except in desperation. We gave up on most of the flower beds 
and ended up just focussing on potted plants and hanging 
baskets, some of which have survived.

There are some positives of the hot, dry weather of course; 
the school holidays have been filled with days out, for once 
without rain coats, umbrellas and wellies accompanying 
us on every occasion, and harvesting weather, although 
unseasonally early, has been fine and dry I think for most 
farmers. On the down side, I suspect many crop yeilds have 
been smaller or of poorer quality in many areas as the lack 
of rain has not swelled grain and root crops sufficiently. What 
does all this mean in the long term if our weather really is 
to become hotter and dryer for large parts of the year, with 
extreme sporadic rainfall in between which causes issues like 
flash floods and waterlogged fields that rot early-sown crops 
or become unsuitable for grazing? I dont really like to dwell on 
it too much...

Perhaps instead of building new homes with integral central 
heating it may be air-conditioning systems that become 
essential selling points for developers and estate agents.

Whatever happens, we seem to be experiencing rapid and 
somewhat alarming change in our environment which many 
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of us certainly struggle to adjust to. I for one have found 
the unrelenting high temperatures of the last few weeks 
very uncomfortable, especially at night. However, we were 
fortunate to be able to go out and purchase a new tower fan 
with cooling technology as part of the spec and it’s been a 
life-saver.

We all have the availability of refrigerated storage for foods, 
clean drinking water on tap and no shortage of fruits and 
vegetables, seasonal and unseasonal, in our shops and 
supermarkets.   

And so we are blessed, and thankful that as we look around 
the world through our TV screen and social media sites 
we are so privileged and protected in so many ways in 
our everday lives - there are so many whose lives suffer 
immeasurably through unstable weather patterns, rising 
global sea levels and/or climate-based catastrophic weather 
events that destroy homes, lives and livlihoods at a stroke.

Here at home, later in the year, we may well see the 
consequences of our early and unseasonal fruit and berry 
crops as autumn and winter draw on, and our native wildlife 
begins to suffer through the lack of hedgrow foods normally 
available to see them through until spring. Let us be mindful, 
and do what we can to make sure we spare a few more 
crumbs from our abundant tables to help them survive 
through the winter months.

Would that it could be so easy for each of us to so physically 
help the people far in other lands who are starving now, let 
alone in a few months time…

Revd Coralie
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SCAN Service for September 2025
7th September
10.30am	 ‘Something Different’ in SCAN – 
		  St Laud’s, Sherington (Family Friendly)

14th September
9.30am	 H/C Harvest Festival at St Firmin’s North Crawley

21st September
9.30am	 H/C Harvest Festival at St Laud’s Sherington  
4pm		  Evensong St Firmin’s North Crawley
  
28th September 
11am		  H/C Harvest Festival St Lawrence’s Chicheley 

6th September   10am-12pm, Coffee Morning, St Laud’s, 
Sherington / 20th September   8.30-10.30am, Monthly 
Breakfast Club, St Laud’s, Sherington
 

From the SCAN Parish Registers
Funerals

Andy Lane 
funeral service at St Laud’s 

followed by burial in church yard
1st August 2025

Alan Sims 
funeral service at St Laud’s Sherington, 

followed by Cremation
6th August 2025

May they Rest in Peace and Rise in Glory

Weddings
Matthew Malloy and Yao Lu 5th August 2025

St Lawrence’s  Chicheley

In your goodness Lord watch over these couples you have joined in 
the covenant of marriage
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A very sunny hello Astwood and Hardmead, I hope you’re all enjoying 
the wonderful summer we are having, it certainly lifts the spirits. We 
would like to welcome all our new residents and hope to see you at 
some of the upcoming events we will be holding in the coming months.

What can I say, people are still driving irresponsibly through the village.  
Here are some of the shocking stats for the period of 1st July-2nd August: 
22,550 vehicles pass through the Village in this period, 40% exceeded 
the 30mph, 21% exceeded 70mph, 6% exceeded 80mph and a shocking 
3% exceeded 90mph, which is totally unacceptable. The Speedwatch 
team are always looking for new volunteers, if you can spare an hour 
of your time to help making the village a safer place, please do get 
in touch to get further information: astwoodandhardmeadpc@gmail.
com 

The monthly Farmers Market is proving to be a great success and 
a great addition to the village and compliments our monthly coffee 
morning. The footfall as increased each month too which is great news 
for the traders. Over the next few moths we are expecting new stalls to 
be added which is great news, so keep popping down to see what’s on 
offer.

The Village Hall Committee has decided to postpone the Annual BBQ, 
however it will be back next year in June.  Details will be posted in the 
SCAN and on the Village Whatsapp group, so keep your eyes peeled.

What’s On and When

Monthly Farmers Market held opposite the The Old Swan and Coffee 
Morning held in the Village Hall 2nd Sunday of the Month. A chance to 
buy local produce meet up for a coffee and cake.

Joga: Yoga with Jo, held in the village hall from 6pm-7pm. This class is 
perfect for all levels of fitness.  If you would be interested in joining the 
class, contact Jo at www.just4today.org.uk for further information.
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Wednesday walkers meet at the Village Hall at 9-9.30 and go for a 
lovely walk around our area, you are welcome to bring your dogs too 
and occasionally we have Kims lovely donkeys to keeps us company, 
a real treat!

The Thursday Knitting group will resume in September, if you would 
like to learn to knit, or, you can knit and would just like to join us for a knit 
and natter contact Jenny on Whatsapp for further details.

This year Apple Day will be held on 11th October and will focus on apple 
products, ie: Pies, crumbles, cakes and bags of apples. These will be sold 
alongside the Cakes etc. on Coffee Morning.  If you have any apples to 
spare for the bakers please do let us know on the Whatsapp group.

The next Village Quiz Night will be held on Friday 17th October in the 
Village Hall. Teams of six- get your teams organised and watch out for 
further information on timings.

Halloween Disco / Trick or Treat on Friday 31st October in the Village 
Hall, further details will be posted on the village WhatsApp group.

The Christmas Craft Fair will be held on 9th November in the Village 
Hall and in conjunction with the Farmers Market, this will be a great 
chance to buy some lovely, handcrafted items for Christmas gifts.

We look forward to seeing you at all of our upcoming events and 
hope you have a wonderful summer in Astwood and Hardmead. 
Let’s continue to make our village a safe and welcoming place for all 
residents. If you have any questions or suggestions for events, please 
don’t hesitate to reach out to us. Thank you for your continued support 
and involvement in our community.

Jenny Wren

The Village Hall is available for hire at £10 per hour for 
residents and £15 for non-residents. 

The hall has a fully equipped kitchen and air-conditioning.  
We have Table Tennis and Snooker tables to hire too. 

For further information and how to book, contact: 
astwoodvillagehall@outlook.com
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September is now upon us which I believe is now referred to as the 
start of the meteorological autumn. As I am writing this in the middle of 
August that seems quite surprising as we are now on our third or fourth 
heatwave. Much of the United Kingdom is taking drought measures 
although so far that does not seem to apply to us, of course by the time 
you read this that may not be the case. It is not that dissimilar from the 
1976 heatwave and  the antidrought measures that were put in place 
then, with the solution being to appoint a Minister for Drought, one Dennis 
Howell which from memory solved the problem overnight, so perhaps a 
name will soon be drawn out of a hat to take on the same role. 

Congratulations to Brian (the Badger) Kettell for his sponsored tractor 
run from London to Edinburgh during which he raised some £7,000 
for a number of charities. His old Nuffield tractor behaved almost 
impeccably for the whole journey and Brian is apparently considering 
what he and the tractor should do next. You will see from the events 
list below that the family’s usual exhibition will take place later this year 
in our Village Hall and perhaps Brian’s tractor may appear outside for 
you to have a look at.

On Sunday July 20th, Chicheley Hall’s celebratory event was 
attended by many people from far and near. How interesting it was to 
meet up with people who had been associated with the village over the 
years; some as residents, some who had attended the school run by 
Major Meager in  Chicheley Hall  in the late 1940s and early 1950s, others 
who had associations with the Beatty family and, to our pleasure, one 
gentleman whose father had been stationed at the Hall as part of the 
S.O.E, during the Second World War. Thank-you to Chicheley Hall and its 
staff for providing this opportunity to spend time in this special setting 
that was built by the Chester family three hundred years ago.

Forthcoming Events
The next Chich Chats will be held  from 10.30 a.m. until noon on Tuesday 
September 9th and Tuesday October 14th in the village hall.

A quiz evening including a supper will take place in Chicheley Village 
Hall on Saturday September 27th, 7pm for 7.30pm in aid of St. Lawrences 
Church. Please contact Mrs. Pat Townsend on 07778782587 to book 
your place at this popular event. Come along and join in the fun.
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The Harvest Festival service will be held on Sunday 28th September 
at the church of St. Lawrence at 11a.m. All are welcome. On the previous 
day, Saturday 27th. September, the church will be open from 2p.m. so 
that people may bring their contributions of tinned goods and other 
non-perishable items that will be donated to a local food bank after 
the following day’s service. Please bring along any offerings you may 
have to support this worthy cause.

Harvest celebrations continue with the Harvest Supper which is 
scheduled for Saturday October 11th, 7pm for 7.30pm in Chicheley 
Village Hall - £12 per head with concessions for children. Please contact 
David or Felicity Robertson on 01234391371 to book your place.

October 14th, Chicheley Parish Meeting.

The Annual Interests’ Exhibition will take place on Saturday October 
18th in Chicheley Village Hall.

Saturday November 29th, Christmas Coffee morning in aid of St. 
Lawrence’s Church in the Village Hall.

We recently commemorated the 80th anniversary of VJ day on the 
15th of August. This meant that the Second World War had ended. One 
significant consequence from this was a return to civilian life for many 
of those who had been in the military services, which began quite soon 
and continued for a number of years. An important aspect stemming 
from this was a significant increase in the birth rate – those who 
became known as the Baby Boomers’ generation - and the impact 
that would be seen on the academic life of the country. Worry not, 
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I am not going to debate that but 
will try to explain how the transport 
system was put into place to 
move the children of Chicheley 
and the other villages to and 
from school. Before and during 
the war, the Chicheley children 
went to school in Sherington, but 
this then changed such that they 
would attend school in Newport 
Pagnell in buildings in Ceders Way 
which took children from the age 
of 5 to 15. During the period from 
1945 until the late 1960s there were 
quite a few children in Chicheley 
numbering up to fifteen and, when the children from Hardmead and 
Astwood were added to them, it made up a good load of passengers 
for a bus. This also became more complicated when the older children 
from North Crawley were included. 

Perhaps I should explain here that the buses we travelled on were not 
the sleek machines you can see on today’s roads but some quite old 
but still serviceable pre-war machines. Pick up time was 8am either in 
the centre of the village or, on a disputed arrangement at Little End; 
this early time was to allow those pupils who would be going on to 
the Grammar School and Technical School at Wolverton to change 
buses so that they would be there for 9am. The return journeys took 
place from 4pm. but, as the pupils from Wolverton did not arrive back 
in Newport Pagnell until about 4:30pm a slightly different system took 
them home. 

In 1957 this meant a ride in a Humber Super Snipe 7-seater car 
operated by Mr and Mrs Harris, who also ran a bicycle shop in Newport 
Pagnell, delivering children back to all the villages in a clockwise route 
one week and, an anticlockwise route the next week. The buses were 
operated by Colliers of North Crawley, Woods of Newport Pagnell and 
Hayfields of Newport Pagnell. The routes from other villages in the area 
were serviced by Souls of Olney and Wesley’s of Stoke Goldington. In 
the early days this service was free but at some point - I think in the 
late 1950s - a charge was made for anyone living less than 3 miles 
from their appointed school, which, to the annoyance of parents in 
Chicheley, the authorities decided that those in Chicheley would have 
to pay and, needless to say, the villagers did not agree. 
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Many of the parents were ex-military so they paced out the distance 
from the houses to the school and were firm in their conviction that 
it was more than three miles. I cannot remember what decision was 
eventually made but you do not argue with our villagers lightly, so I 
suspect we won. 

It is now quite easy to forget that there were very few private cars back in 
those days and travel on a bus when you are quite young was exciting. 
It can still be the same now as we heard recently from our niece in New 
Zealand that her eldest daughter, now six, is travelling on a school bus 
each day finding it quite exciting. In the future, will Chicheley’s children 
travel to and from school in autonomous vehicles? At the current rate 
of progress, I expect they will. 

To finish this month, I will combine school dinners and fruit from the 
hedgerows, which means blackberries. Back in the time I’ve been 
writing about, pupils who lived in Newport Pagnell were allowed to go 
home for their lunch, or as we used to call it, dinner, village children 
could take a packed lunch or alternatively have dinner in a small 
building located in Silver Street, I cannot remember exactly what it’s 
purpose had been previously. 

The meals were cooked on site and were particularly good and this 
included the puddings. If you took in fresh food such as blackberries, 
you would be given a small payment which partly offset the cost of 
the meal for which our parents did have to pay. I can still recall this 
well over 70 years later and the kindly ladies who cooked and served 
the meals to us; one of these was Mrs. Finch; her daughter, Dilys now 
serves us coffee and cake in the Methodist Church room where she is 
part of the team who do this to raise money for Willen Hospice. 

Just a reminder that 
I am always happy to 
include any items or 
news that you would 
like publishing in Scan 
magazine relating 
to Chicheley and its 
villagers past and 
present if you let me 
know.

David
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North Crawley Historical Society
(INCLUDING CHICHELEY)

THE VILLAGES REMEMBER

EXHIBITION TO MARK THE 80TH ANNIVERSARY  
OF THE END OF WORLD WAR II

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13TH 2025  

12pm - 6pm in the Institute, North Crawley
To mark the hundredth anniversary of the end of World War 1, North 
Crawley with Chicheley Historical Society Brought together the service 
records and family memories of the 104 men and 2 women from the 
village who served in that conflict.  

The flood of information recorded eventually formed a permanent 
record of dedication and sacrifice in a large ‘Memorial Book’.  A copy of 
this is now displayed in a fine oak case (donated by the Collier family) 
in St Firmin’s Church; other copies are in Newport Pagnell and Central 
Milton Keynes libraries, and Aylesbury Records Office.

On Saturday September 13th coming, between 12,00 and 18.00 hours in 
North Crawley Institute, the Society is holding a ‘Memorial exhibition’ 
for those who served in the 1939-1945 conflict.  Do please come along, 
admission is free and drinks and cakes available.  

If what you see, read or hear stirs memories and emotions, you can 
chat or simply sit and think quietly.  Society members will be happy to 
gather any extra information you may have and want to share with 
us about your own family and memories.  Eventually most of what we 
gather will form a companion World War 2 ‘Memorial Book’.
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Why not start immediately…..can anyone help us identify the North 
Crawley Home Guard members marked with a ‘?’ in the photograph? 

The exhibition is to commemorate the service men and women from 
the villages of North Crawley and Chicheley who served in World War 
II. There will be pictures, service records, stories and memorabilia on 
display.   

Please do come along to honour the service they gave to our country 
but very rarely spoke about it. Many of the service men and women are 
no longer with us but some of their families will be coming along.

There will be tea and cake and the event is free and open to everyone.  

It is part of the Heritage Open Days where there are many events and 
activities in the Milton Keynes area and throughout the country which 
are free to everyone. If you would like further details of all the events 
visit www.heritageopendays.org.uk
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North Crawley United Charities
ARE YOU PLANNING TO TAKE UP AN APPRENTICESHIP  

OR GO TO UNIVERSITY THIS YEAR?
Over the past few years a number of young people in the village have 

been awarded grants by the North Crawley United Charities to help 
with their further education.   

If you are leaving school this year and planning to take up an 
apprenticeship, study at university or college or train for a profession, 
now is the time to apply. Applicants must be under the age of 21 and 

grants can be used to put towards the purchase of books, equipment, 
tools or any items that will assist with studies and training.

Please contact the Clerk to the Charity, Chris Stapleton, at  
chris.stapleton23@gmail.com by September 15th 2025 at the latest, 

giving a brief description of how you would use your grant.

THE CHEQUERS

 chequersnc.co.uk     01234 391438

A traditional village pub, 21 years in North Crawley
Pub Grub / Draft Ales / Family Friendly

The Chequers is hosting a coffee morning for McMillan Cancer 
Support on Friday 26th September in North Crawley.

11am onwards. All donations of cakes and raffle prizes will be much 
appreciated. Contact Tracey Lee on 01234 391 438
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Sherington New Thursday Group 
On Thursday, 7th August Pearl Teasdale hosted our annual Garden 
Party in her garden.  It is a time to get together with friends and to 
raise funds for Willen Hospice and, as in previous years, members 
brought a contribution to the buffet, which was served with Pimms.  
Members were very generous with their donations, for which they 
received two raffle tickets and I’m pleased to report that we raised 
£300 this year.  We were privileged with a visit from Claire Cossett, a 
member of the Hospice administration staff, who met members and 
helped collect the donations.  Many thanks to everyone for making 
the garden party a great success.

Our September meeting is for members only but on 2nd October 
we have Community First Responders coming to talk to us about 
defibrillators and demonstrate how to use one.  There is one on the 
outside wall of the village hall but how many know how to use it?  It 
will be an open meeting to which everyone is welcome.  As usual the 
meeting will start at 7pm and refreshments will be available.

The New Thursday Group meets in Sherington Village Hall on the 
first Thursday of each month at 7pm.  Ladies from Sherington and 
surrounding villages are very welcome.  We also meet for an informal 
lunch in the White Hart on the third Thursday of the month.  Please 
‘phone Sheila Quinn on 01908 211153 for more information.

Sherington School   
After a restful summer break we welcome our new Robins to Sherington 
School and we have lots of exciting things planned for them in the term 
ahead. We bid farewell to our Year 2’s at the end of July and were sad 
to see them leave. They did a fantastic leaver’s assembly and enjoyed 
sharing tea and cake with their families afterwards. We had a very 
busy July, we welcomed St Andrews for our sports day, had a super 
trip to Woburn Safari Park with North Crawley and Stoke Goldington 
school joined us for the day for an African Drumming workshop. We are 
so fortunate that we are able to share these special events with our 
neighbouring village schools.
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If you have a child of school age and are interested in finding out more 
about our village school then do please come to one of our Open days 
on Tuesday 21st October and Thursday 20th November.

Charlotte Howarth Appointed Lead Artist for 
Public Art Commission in Sherington
Charlotte Howarth is to work with residents of 
Sherington, Milton Keynes, in designing and 
creating a permanent public artwork in and for the 
village.

In 2019, thirty-six new homes were built on land 
adjacent to Sherington High Street and funding 
from the developers was identified to help mitigate 
the impact of these homes on the 
village partly through the creation of a 
public artwork. 

In November 2024, Milton Keynes Arts 
Centre, acting on behalf of Milton 
Keynes City Council, began working 
with Sherington residents in agreeing 
and writing a commissioning brief. This 
brief stipulated that any commissioned 
artwork must respect the village’s rural 
location, celebrate the sense of community and engage residents in 
its creation. 
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Twenty-seven artists responded to an open call for Expressions of 
Interest in the commission in May 2025. The breadth and calibre of 
applications for the commission was outstanding but the quality of 
Charlotte Howarth’s work, her approach to community engagement 
and experience of managing public art projects particularly impressed 
the interview panel. Cllr. Vic Kitchingham, from Sherington Parish 
Council stated: “We are very excited at the prospect of working with 
Charlotte and to creating an artwork that captures something of the 
essence of Sherington and what makes the village so special to all 
who live here.”

Charlotte Howarth is one of the foremost letter-cutters currently 
working in the UK and has over 35 years of experience of creating 
exquisite artworks and memorials for public and private spaces. 
Charlotte has been commissioned to produce public works of national 
importance. She was part of the team who created the COVID Memorial 
in St Paul’s Cathedral and, in conjunction with the Cathedral Studios in 
Canterbury, the Donor Windows in the Queen’s Gallery at Westminster 
Abbey. She also has experience of more personal private commissions 
that celebrate and record the life of a loved one.

The artist has an extensive track record in working closely with 
communities in creating sympathetic and meaningful artworks. “I 
greatly enjoy the opportunities presented by such projects,” she says, 
“and find that getting to know communities, building trust, working 
alongside people in a positive and creative manner can be rewarding 
and enlightening for all involved.” Of her approach to a brief, Charlotte 
Howarth says: “As an artist I am fascinated by concepts of identity and 
community and how these ideas are expressed in the public realm 
in terms of defining place, passing on stories and marking territory. I 
would define myself as a narrator and aim to highlight aspects of our 
existence in permanent works of art that will outlive us and leave a 
lasting record of our lives and times.”

Cabinet Member for Planning and Placemaking, Cllr Shanika 
Mahendran said: “This project is a wonderful example of how art can 
bring people together to celebrate local heritage. By working hand-
in-hand with residents, Charlotte Howarth will create something that 
truly reflects Sherington’s unique character and will stand as a lasting 
testament to its community spirit.”

Sherington residents are invited to meet Charlotte Howarth on Wednesday 8th 
October from 6-7.30pm in Sherington Village Hall. To book a place, please go to 
https://www.miltonkeynesartscentre.org/events
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 Book a FREE 90 day demo now!

Save up to 30% off your business 
telephony bills, and upgrade to the 

worlds #1 UC provider

Call 0203 675 8798 or go to 
www.osbiz.co.uk for more details
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Thumbstick walkers
“Our Thumbstick walk on the 7th September will 
start at 10.00 a.m. from the car park near The 
Roman Crown, Bancroft Park, Constantine Way, 
Bancroft. Milton Keynes. MK13 0RA. It is circa 4 
miles, returning back to the car park by way of 
Bradwell Abbey.
We will leave the Knoll in Sherington at 9.30 a.m and travel by car to the start 
point, and can offer a lift to anyone at the time.”

North Beds Ramblers Walk every Saturday:
Please note change of start time for afternoon walks – Summer start 13:30

Come and join us for a walk. We walk every Saturday afternoon approx. 6 
miles, and Saturdays twice a month in morning for approx. 12 miles. Or try 
our “Ramble” on first Saturday morning each month – slightly shorter, slower 
pace. 

The Bedfordshire Festival of Autumn 
Walks 6th – 14th September
Full details are available on https://www.
bedswalkfest.co.uk/ or the dedicated 
Facebook page Bedfordshire Festival of 
Autumn Walks.

September Walks
•	 6th am “Ramble”, Riseley, 4.5 miles, 

pm Riseley, 6.5 miles
•	 13th am Woburn, 14 miles or pm 

Cranfield, 6 miles
•	 20th pm Husbourne Crawley 6. miles 
•	 27th am Ampthill, 11 miles or pm 

Henlow, 6.5 miles   

Contact; Margaret Sawyer 07780 933729 
Facebook: North Beds Ramblers

https://www.ramblers.org.uk/north-bedfordshire
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Joyce and 
family wish to 
extend their 
sincere thanks 
for all the kind 
messages and 
support on the 
loss of Terry. 

He was a loving 
husband, father 
and grandad. 
He will be 
greatly missed.

Joyce Lusted

Pam, Nicky, 
Stacie and 
family would 
like to say a big 
thank you for 
all the cards, 
messages and 
flowers we 
received on the 
loss of Alan. 

It means such 
a lot to realise 
just how highly 
thought of he 
was. 

PLACE A PERSONAL 
MESSAGE for £10  
Up to 30 words and a picture.  

Send to advertising@scan-magazine.co.uk
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SOS CHARITY FASHION SHOW 

St Laud’s Church Sherington Sat 27th Sept 1.30pm 

£6 a ticket which includes a glass of prosecco or a soft drink 

Come and have a wonderful afternoon choosing new branded and 
designer clothes – all discounted - for your wardrobe!  
(Money from tickets will go to St Laud’s Church. Money from clothes will go to SOS 
Charity Fashion Shows) 

Tickets available in advance from Sue Harrington 01908 610675 OR 
AVAILABLE ON THE DOOR.  
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Heritage Week 2025 

Coinciding with the national Heritage Open Days 2025, the Society is 
commemorating its 25th Anniversary with a week-long display in St 
Laud’s Church, running from Saturday 13th to Saturday 20th September.

Back in 2000 as part of the Millennium Project, the Society collected 
photos of most of the residents, photos taken on the doorstep or just 
outside their homes. We have found 2 large display boards with a 
collage of all the photos. These will trigger some great memories and 
we would encourage as many villagers as possible to visit and see 
your younger self and your neighbours’ photos from 25 years ago. 

The photo montages will be on display on 14th and 20th from 11am to 
4pm and Society members will be present to share your anecdotes 
and memories of life in the village. Refreshments will be available.

The late Philip Smith, one of the SHS founder members, often commented 
that if you have lived in the village for 25 years you could be promoted 
from “a lodger” to “a local”. Why not come along and “stake your claim!”

Other topics in the displays will include:

•	 maps of the Village from 1900 through to 2025, and on to 2050

•	 analysis of the census data and changes from 1841 to 1921

•	 biodiversity projects past and present

•	 old photos and postcards.

The early days of the Society - a reminiscence with the help of former 
Chairman Mark Vale.   

The first idea for a Historical Society in the village came from 
Norman Arnold who ran “The Clock Shop” on the High Street, where 
he maintained, repaired and renovated old clocks and barometers. 
He was an avid researcher, making detailed family trees for his 
and his wife’s family, as well as cataloguing a number of the local 
churchyards for the Bucks Family History Society.

https://www.mkheritage.org.uk/sherington/
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He was very conscious of the passage of time, and back in the late 
90s, with the Millennium fast approaching, Norman felt that some key 
village elders were not getting any younger and there was a high risk 
of losing the village history and folklore.

He enlisted the help of prominent village character and storyteller 
Philip Smith, and local film maker Peter Gardner encouraging them to 
record their accumulated stories, films and photos, so they would be 
preserved for future generations.

Norman posted a notice in SCAN (February 2000) inviting others 
with an interest in recording the village’s history to come along to 
a meeting in the Village Hall the following month. About 20 people 
turned up and after some discussion the Sherington Historical Society 
was born.

Happy 25th Anniversary – I am sure that the early founders would be 
proud of the Society’s progress.

https://www.mkheritage.org.uk/sherington/
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SCAN DIRECTORY

Rector Reverend Coralie Mansfield 01908 613385
Associate Priest The Reverend Pam Fielding, 4 Griggs Orchard 01908 616763
LLM (Licensed Law Minister) Professor John Fielding 01908 616763
SCAN Churches 
Administrator Anna Shotton  (contactscanparish@gmail.com) 07812011239

Church Website www.scanparish.co.uk
Churchwardens
St Laude, Sherington Mr Richard Morgan, Yew Tree Farm, 16 Park Road 01908 611389
St Firmin, North Crawley Mrs Janice Freeman, 2 Church Walk 01234 391350

Mr Malcom Rose, 5 High Street 01234 391785
St Lawrence, Chicheley Mrs F Robertson, Brickyard Cottage 01234 391371

Mrs Judith Duncombe 01234 714615
St Peter, Astwood

Olney Ward Councillors Peter Geary,  Debbie Whitworth and Keith McLean

Headteacher, Sherington 
C of E School Mrs Emma Wallace, Executive Head 01908 610470

Heateacher, North Crawley 
C of E School Mrs Emma Wallace, Executive Head 01234 391282

Sherington Pre-School 01908 611398 
07538 695918

Chairmen of Parish 
Councils or Parish 
Meetings
Astwood & Hardmead Mr Derek Phillips, astwoodandhardmeadpc@gmail.com
Chicheley Mr Cris Tarrant, Chicheley House 07980 712558
Sherington Chair, Mr Peter Palmer, peter.palmer@sherington-pc.gov.uk 07710 242521
North Crawley Mr Derek Harpur, derekharpur@northcrawley-pc.gov.uk 07941 350296

Secretaries of Church 
Committees
Chicheley Mrs Christine Girard, Newgate Cottage 07951 991617

SCAN Correspondents
North Crawley Mr Fred Flower 01234 391480
Astwood and Hardmead Voluntary Contributors 01234 391066
Chicheley Mr D Robertson 01234 391371
Sherington scan.featherdfriends@gmail.com

SCAN Publisher
Mike Richardson 4, Church Walk, North Crawley MK16 9LL 07557 680 845

printed by:   Murrays the Printers   Units 2-4, Ashville Way, Oxford OX4 6TU   T: 01908 326560
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Please take a free blanket

DON’T LEAVE IT
TOO LATE!
Effective financial advice protects 

and preserves your wealth.

 Smart planning today helps your 
family tomorrow.

 Prospect Place, 23 Osier Way, Olney, Bucks MK46 5FP
01234 270 074      info@twigdenasset.co.uk

 Financial advice for life - in Olney.

THE CHEQUERS

 chequersnc.co.uk     01234 391438

A traditional village pub, 21 years in North Crawley
Pub Grub / Draft Ales / Family Friendly



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over 25 years’ experience in the electrical industry 

All aspects of domestic electrical work carried out 

No job too small, from fitting lights to full re-wires 

Specialist in electrical testing & fault finding 

Contact Marcus Carrington for a free, no obligation quote. 

07492 410528 / 01908 473026 
macelectricalinfo@gmail.com 

Plumbing & Heating Services
New Installations and Upgrades

Servicing, Breakdowns
Gas - Oil - LPG - Under Floor
GasSafe & Oftec Registered

 Tel:  01908-216769 Mob:  07860-332287
www.blueflamemk.co.uk

E-mail: blueflame.mk@outlook.com

33089



Gas Safe Registered Plumbing and Heating Engineers 

Plumber Dave & Daughter

  Local, friendly and family run
  A traditional quality Service  
      you can trust
  30+ years of experience

  Approved Installers of Ideal Boilers
  Air Source Heat Pumps
  Air conditioning
  No job too small!

Contact us on 07961 441 871      
Email: vulcanhall@sky.com  
www.plumberdave.co.uk

  From tap washers, Boiler installations and servicing to renewable technologies



Smith Landscape 
Services

Regular reliable garden maintenance 

Domestic & Commercial,
Hedge cutting,

Turfing, Spraying & Weed control,
Garden clearance

Darren Smith 
Mobile: 07841 384783 

Tel: 01908 669760 
Email: darren.smith740@gmail.com 

 Smith landscapes services

Smith Landscape Services











Choose from
 our vast range of 

quality garden products
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